This Lifetime Service Award

is presented to

Ernest F Holstead

in recognition of his immense 

contribution to cricket in the 

West Riding Cricket League 

from 1961 to 2000 

and the 

Leeds-West Riding Cricket League from 2000

15th November 2007

Born November 1930, Ernest attended Wakefield Grammar School and played regularly for the school cricket team comprising fellow pupils who were a year older. His father took him to Pontefract Cricket Club where, at 16, he played for the 3rd Team in Division 3 of the West Riding Cricket League. 

Pontefract were so impressed with his potential that they nominated him to go to the Yorkshire County cricket nets for coaching. In 1951, cricket was interrupted by National Service for 2 years and whilst on leave in 1953 he played for Carleton, Pontefract, in Division One of the West Riding Cricket League, scoring 74 not out against Castleford.  He made such an impression that Castleford wrote to ask him to join them for the 1954 season. Castleford was the leading club in the area and with them Ernest enjoyed many successes, particularly in the early 60s; Division One runners up in 1960, Cup winners in 1961 and play-off runners up in 1962. He played in Division One with Castleford until 1964 when they joined the Freelance Section of the Yorkshire Council and he continued to play as an opening batsman and occasional bowler until 1970 when illness forced a premature end to his career. In his youth he was a fast bowler as well as a formidable opening batsman but it was for his batting that he was recognised by Carleton and Castleford and it was at Castleford when his bowling ability came to light. In a match when many players had a bowling spell, Ernest whispered in the captain’s ear “There is only the wicketkeeper and me who haven’t bowled and I used to bowl regularly when I was younger”. The captain threw him the ball and although he had not bowled for some years he did enough to establish himself as a bowling option from then on. By this time he was a right arm medium pace and spin bowler regularly taking wickets. 

When his health had improved he returned to play for South Milford in the West Riding Cricket League where he turned out regularly from 1982-1989 and in 1990 played a season for Drax.

In 1961 Neville Townend was appointed Chairman of the West Riding Cricket League and asked Ernest to join the Committee with the aim of projecting the image of the League, developing Inter-League Matches and assisting with secretarial duties. Even though he was playing cricket in another league Ernest accepted the challenge and this was the start of an incredible contribution to the League and cricket in general.

At first he arranged “friendlies” with other leagues which provided the opportunity to identify and assemble a squad of players to represent the League. He applied to Leeds Area Cricket Council to enter the Cup Competition, and to help support the application attended meetings as the League’s Representative from 1966 and continued through to 2006. In 1968 the West Riding Cricket League was eventually accepted into the competition and promptly won it at their first attempt which was an astonishing performance for which Ernest must take full credit for his perseverance and commitment to achieve recognition of the League. 

He also recognised the need to encourage young cricketers and arranged friendlies with other leagues and when he felt the squad was ready entered them in the White Rose Trophy. Although the League never won the competition, Ernest was convinced the players learned from playing against some “County Juniors” and enjoyed the experience. One match in 1976 saw West Riding Cricket League play the Bradford League at Carlton Towers. 

Bradford League scored 343 for 3 in 50 overs. (C.W.J. Athey 128, K Sharp 74, C.N. Hartley 88 n.o., P.J. Padgett 47)

West Riding 59 all out (D.M Ross 8 for 36).

In addition to the White Rose Trophy Competition, Ernest managed teams in Under 14 and Under 24 competitions. Amazingly in 1980 he was able to enter 2 teams in the LAC Under 24 Competition which from a league that did not have its own junior competition was an incredible achievement. 

In the early 70s Ernest helped set up the Yorkshire Inter League Competition attracting leagues outside Leeds Area such as Barnsley, Doncaster, Cricket Pennant Alliance from the Hull area and Scarborough Becket League. Since its inception Ernest has organised and run the competition (single-handedly for a number of years) liaising with the different leagues, persuading some to enter and presenting the trophies to the winners.

Whilst Manager of the Inter League Team, both open age and junior, he spent hours contacting players to confirm they were available, arranging meeting times and for those without transport collecting and taking them to the match home or away and then returning them afterwards. On many occasions, when he would have preferred to meet opposing leagues’ officials over the tea interval and watch the game, he would find himself scoring in his usual meticulous manner. On occasions he would scour the clubs for late replacements on Sunday morning to replace a player injured the previous day. He always found someone who felt it was an honour and was only too pleased to represent the League. Although it was a close call in 1977 when the League side played in the 1st Round of the LAC Cup at Spring Hall Halifax, last minute withdrawals had really given him a headache and only 9 players were present. The League had one spectator who played for Townville and Ernest; both were drafted in to make a full team. The match was won by Halifax by 2 wickets but not without a hard fight. Typical of Ernest he scored until he went into bat and then copied the opponents’ innings after he had fielded. His contribution to the team performance was not inconsiderate being 2nd highest scorer batting at number 11. He managed the Inter League Teams until 1996 during which time the League won the LAC Cup in 1968, 1969, 1975, 1980, and 1982. In 1980 it was the “B” team that won the Cup against Tadcaster Evening League after having beaten the “A” team in an earlier round.

In 1967 he organised the benefit match between our West Riding Cricket League X1 and a Yorkshire X1 at Methley for the Yorkshire wicketkeeper Jimmy Binks, raising £25.14s.6d (£25.73). Some years later in 1993 he helped with the organising of the benefit match between West Riding League X1 and a Yorkshire X1 at Newton Hill for the Yorkshire and England batsman Martin Moxon, raising £1500. Playing in the match was a young Darren Gough who went on to play for England and in 2007 is captain of Yorkshire with Martin Moxon Director of Cricket.

From the start Ernest was involved in other parts of the League management, using his administrative and accounting skills; he was appointed Auditor to the League in 1962 and worked alongside a number of treasurers, checking that the finances were reported accurately at each AGM until 2003 when he handed over the responsibility. When, on occasions, the Executive Committee could not find a suitable meeting room, without hesitation he willingly provided space within his office. Even now he continues to take an active interest in the Leagues’ financial matters and his advice and opinions are greatly valued by the present Committee.

Harry Rawdon was elected President of the West Riding Cricket League in 1967 and was a highly respected gentleman who in his playing career was captain of Outwood United Methodist Free Church Cricket Club (later, in 1953 to be called Newton Hill Methodist Cricket Club). He “lived for cricket” and although he did not drive, Ernest would pick him up from Outwood and take him to Inter-League matches. 

In 1985, when Harry died, there was only one candidate to succeed and Ernest was unanimously elected President by the members. During his tenure as the League’s “figurehead” he has carried out many duties including attending nearly all Management Committee meetings, only missing those when he is on holiday; maintaining contact with former players; sending “get well” cards from the President and attending funerals and sending personal condolences to the families.

He was elected President of West Riding Umpires’ Association in 1985 and whilst never umpiring, has a strong interest in both the Association and MCC Laws of Cricket. In his usual committed way he attends all meetings, taking a strong interest in all topics of discussion, meticulously recording notes of the proceedings for future reference. Along with umpires he attends the annual refresher course, actively discussing the Laws and their interpretation and bringing to each session his wealth of cricketing knowledge. Whilst many of his contemporaries have moved away from cricket and developed other interests, Ernest has remained totally focused on West Riding Cricket League and since 2000, Leeds-West Riding Cricket League. 

Ernest is committed, loyal, generous, a gentleman and team player, passionate about cricket and totally supportive of the League.

At 46 not out he still has the energy to continue this astonishing and memorable innings.

The following Life Members, Committee Members and former Committee Members have contributed to this award:-

Gordon Batley - Ryhill

Executive Committee Member 1993 to 2003

Umpire 1989 – 2007

Umpires Association Appointments Secretary 1998 – 2007

Cliff Bragger – Ryhill

Life Member 1998

Secretary 1991 - 1998


Executive Committee Member 1989 -1990

Keith Breckon – Hundhill Hall

Secretary 1987 

Executive Committee Member 1985 – 1986

Captain of West Riding League XI

David Charlston – Kippax

Life Member 1999

Executive Committee Member 1988 – 2006

Umpire 1983 - 2006

Umpires Association Appointments Secretary 1998 – 2007

Harry Fallas – Horbury Bridge

Executive Committee Member 2006 – 2007

Umpire 1993 – 1998, 2003 - 2007

Chairman of Umpires Association 2005 – 2007

John Finch – Drax

Life Member 1993

Chairman 1998 - 2006 

Secretary 1988 – 1990 

Treasurer 1979 – 1990 

Executive Committee Member from 1976

Captain of West Riding League XI

Umpire 2001

Brian Healey

Life Member 1985

Executive Committee Member 1972 - 1985

Tony Hince – Nostell St Oswalds

Executive Committee Member 2002 -2003

Umpires Association Appointments Secretary 1998 - 2007

Treasurer of Umpires Association 2006 –

John Lowe – Hundhill Hall

Life Member 1986

Secretary 1980 – 1986 

Executive Committee Member 1976 – 1986

Captain of West Riding League XI

Bob McCutcheon - Tong

Executive Committee Member 2002 –

Ron Mackenzie - Cookridge

Treasurer 2004 –

Malcolm Rhodes – Darton

Life Member 1981

Secretary 1979

Executive Committee Member 1967 - 1980

Malcolm Scott – Ryhill

Life Member 1997

Executive Committee Member 1986 – 1997

Bernard Simpson – Hillam

Life Member 1998

Chairman 1990 – 1998 

Executive Committee Member from 1985

Neville E Townend JP – Carlton Towers

Life Member 1986

Chairman 1961 -1985

Jon Tubby - Whitkirk

Secretary from 2000

Steve Turner – Garforth

Management Committee Member

Chairman 2006 -

Ian Whitaker – Thorpe Audlin

Life Member 2003

Secretary 1998 - 2000. 

Treasurer 1990 – 2003 

Executive Committee Member 1986 – 2003

Colin Whittaker

Life Member 1997

Executive Committee Member 1987

Janet Whittaker

Executive Committee Member 1996

The following Clubs and Members past and present of West Riding and Leeds-West Riding Cricket League have contributed to this award

Caribbean

Since 2001 from Leeds League

Scott Hall Oval,

Scott Hall Road, Leeds LS7 3DT

Khuran Khan club secretary

Carlton Towers

1948 to 1983

Fishpond

Carlton, Nr Goole

Cookridge

Since 2001 from Leeds League

The Ashton Ground

Smithy Lane, off Green Lane,

Cookridge, Leeds

Crofton

1974 to 1994

Darton

1954/61 to 1979

Drax

1956 to 1995

From A1041 follow signs to Drax Village, past the church, take next right, ground 200 yards on right.

Fairburn

1927 to 2007

Village Community Centre,

Fairburn

Ferrybridge “C” Power Station

From 1974 to 2007

Ferrybridge Power Station,

Ferrybridge

Garforth

Since 2001 from Leeds League

Church Lane,

Garforth, Leeds

Garforth Parish Church

1982

Green Lane,

Garforth, Leeds

Gawthorpe St. Mary’s

1995

Slazengers Sports Club,

Horbury, Wakefield.

Horbury Bridge

1990 to 1998: 2003

Behind Horse & Jockey Inn,

Off Huddersfield Road, Horbury Bridge, Wakefield

Hundhill Hall

1952 to 1987

Netherton

1991

Balk Lane,

Netherton, Wakefield

Newton Hill

1953 (formerly Outwood U.M.F.C. 1931-1953)

Opposite Victoria P H, 

Leeds Road, Wakefield.

John Taylor club secretary 1986- 1994

Nostell St. Oswalds

Pre 1938 to 1983 and 1992 -

Opposite Nostell Priory,

Garmil Lane, Wakefield

Notton

1987 

Behind Village Hall,

Notton, Wakefield.

Pollington

1965

After George & Dragon P H on left.

Pollington,

Nr. Goole

Redfearns National Glass

1983 to 1994: 1999

Redfearns Sports & Social Club,

Burton Road, Monk Bretton, Barnsley.

Colin Deakin club secretary

Ryhill

1932 to 1997

Through Havercroft turn right opp. Library

Straight on to the Sports Centre

Streethouse

Founder member 1922 to 1973

Brian Shaw

Frank Mortimer former club secretary

Swilllington Welfare

1988

Swillington Park, r/o Miners Welfare Club,

Wakefield Road, Swillington, Leeds

Tong

Since 2001 from Leeds League

Adjacent to Greyhound Inn,

Tong Village, Bradford

The following Leagues and Associations have contributed to this award:

Airedale & Wharfedale Cricket League

Doncaster & District Cricket League

Formed 1912

Leeds-West Riding Cricket League 

Leeds League formed 1892 merged with West Riding Cricket League at the 2000 AGM 

Leeds-West Riding Umpires Association

Pontefract & District Cricket League

Sheffield & District Cricket League

West Riding Cricket League 

Formed 1923 to 2000

